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We Used To Send Our Kidsé 

Imagine, if you will, a 50-some-year-old talking to a teenager about a shared experience: singing around a campfire enjoying sômores, sto-

ries, and songs. What is really inspiring though is that the shared experiences are more than 30 years apart. Such is the joy and wonder of 

Pilgrim Pines. 

I have a rather unique role in the Southern California Nevada Conference of the United Church of Christ: I serve as the Youth and Young 

Adults Ministries Coordinator as well as the Chairperson of the Pilgrim Pines Board of Directors. To promote both, Iôve started visiting 

churches of the Conference for worship, ask for a minute or two during announcements, perhaps meet with the youth, show pictures, have 

Pilgrim Pines and SCNCUCC Youth promotional material available, and hang around to answer questions, or just talk to folks and share 

stories. 

With every church that I visit, Iôve heard a variation of the same theme: ñPilgrim Pines is a great place; we used to send our kids there all the 

time!ò Well, let me assure all of you that indeed, Pilgrim Pines is a great place! That has not changed. Time hasnôt taken away from the 

Pines, in fact, there is even more going on than just a few years ago. We have improved both high and low ropes courses, now offer an arch-

ery program, and significantly improved food service. 

Many people recall memories of their experiences at Pilgrim Pines: eating in the dining hall, meeting in the lodges, hiking to Johnnyôs Tree 

Farm, singing in the morning, hiking to the helicopter pad, worship at Vesper Point, Pinestersé and on and on. These memories are awe-

some; they are the source of those shared experiences that happen at different times. These memories that we have from our youth are still 

there at Pilgrim Pines and waiting to be experienced again in our youth today. It is our responsibility, all of us, to help that happen! For me, 

when I visit churches, I would much rather start hearing ñPilgrim Pines, we sent our kidsé and they canôt wait ótil next year to go again.ò 

I have also heard from families that would love to send their kids to Pilgrim Pines, and recognize the importance of Outdoor Ministryé but 

times are currently tough. With the financial challenges some families face, monies for camp seem a long way off. Again, helping is the re-

sponsibility, all of us! Wouldnôt it be great if all of the churches of the conference started their own Campership Line-Items in the budget 

help send their kids to Pilgrim Pines? Wouldnôt it be fantastic if churches donated unused Campership Monies directly to Pilgrim Pines to 

help offset the cost of Outdoor Ministries helping those youth who are not being served? 

I volunteer at Pilgrim Pines, I send my children to Pilgrim Pines, and I donate my time, talents, and treasures; so I am not asking of you 

something that I donôt do myself. Continue or re-start sending your youth to Pilgrim Pines! Prayerfully consider your financial resources and 

how you can help! We truly need you to be a partner in Outdoor Ministries. We need you to help all of our kids have experiences today that 

give them memories for a lifetime of Godôs grace that happens in Godôs space, in Godôs great outdoors. 

Neal Washburn  

Chairperson, Pilgrim Pines Board of Directors  

washburn@scncucc.org 
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Introducing Summer Camp 2010  
 

óTake Your Faith To The Edgeô - Living with Jesus  
 

Our Pastors At Camp and Directors have been busily writing and planning for the best Summer yet at Pilgrim Pines!  

We are excited to welcome some new and talented leaders to the mountain as well as welcome others back for an-

other great year.  This year campers will consider the ways in which living with God takes courage and bravery, re-

quiring them to step out in faith and take risks for the sake of others.  Taking our faith to the edge calls us to trust in 

God to use what we can offer to equip us for welcoming and befriending, including giving, rejoicing, and sharing the 

good news. 
 

Just look at what your Directors have in store for you! 
 

 
Mini (Grade 1-3) This summer the Minis  will be visiting Smokey the Bear to learn how to prevent forest fires. Do you like to play with 

worms? Well we also will be learning how to vermicompost. Don't forget all the swimming, campfire and star gazing we will be doing! 

 

Junior (Grade 3-6) JUNIORS! Its time to get pumped for the most awesome week up at Pilgrim Pines!! Itôs great to be a junior! We are the 

biggest and best camp around! Get ready to sleep under the stars, swim with the polar bears and learn how YOU can change the world. Come 

and join your friends for a fun, challenging week as we venture to take our faith to the edge!  

 

Jr. High (Grade 7 & 8) Come and enjoy a great time in the mountains.  A week to discover some the new things about yourself, your com-

munity, our world, and God.  There will be plenty of fun and games crammed into a packed schedule to make this Summer one that will take 

you to the edge! 

 

Sr. High (Grade 9-2010 Graduate) Come prepared for a jam-packed summer filled with friends, flair, and fun!  You will experience tons of 

outdoor activities including hiking, swimming, challenging rope courses, and our legendary campfires. This summer, on top of all the fun 

activities planned, we will learn how to connect spiritually with God.  Your week will be so fun-filled that you might forget to breathe. See 

you there!  

 

Creative Expressions This week will be packed so full of fun activities that you won't want to leave. There will be several groups where you 

can express your many talents through music, dance, creative writing, and art.  Hurry and sign up so you don't miss out on one of the most 

epic summers of your life!  

 

CYMC A program for UCC Sr. High campers planned and facilitated by the Southern California Nevada Conference Youth Roundta-

ble.  This program is a special camp for UCC members, with many aspects facilitated by their peers.  It will have its own theme, a service 

project and will include all the things that make camp so great, including a few unique opportunities like a walk down to the Regional Water 

Park for a day of fun in the sun.  

 

Counselor-In-Training (16 & 17 year olds) The CITs are going to have a rad time this summer learning important skills and knowledge 

about how to be an exceptional counselor for all age groups.  These special campers will also have a ton of fun with the sleep out at Johnnyôs 

Tree Farm and special craft times.  After a week of training, CITs will select a second week of camp (or more) to use their knowledge gained 

in cabin with a co-counselor. 

 

Pinester (adults with special needs age 22+), Pinecone (teens with special needs 15-21) & Seedling (youth with special needs 10-14) We 

welcome these special campers with lots of  TLC and look forward to spending time together playing with the parachute, games on the Field 

of Dreams, doing crafts, swimming, archery, singing songs, hiking to visit Smokey the Bear at the Ranger Station, and building community 

in this special place of love and compassion. 
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Can We Say Thank You to You in 2010?  
  

  Our Campership Funds goal is $21,000   Our Challenge goal is $28,000  
    which will provide $200 to 105 campers   which will provide $225 to 125 campers  

   

Do you want to help us make (or exceed) our CHALLENGE goal?   

    100% of money received for Campership Funds is used to sponsor campers - none of your donation will be used for other purposes.  
 Please accept my donation to the 2010 Pilgrim Pines Camp Campership Fund; the amount is checked below.   

   

             _____ $25  _____ $50  _____ $75  _____ $100  _____ $150  $____________ other amount 
 

Unrestricted Gifts 
 

help us cover maintenance on property and equipment and to pay for needed supplies.  We appreciate your support.   

 Please accept my unrestricted donation to the ministry of Pilgrim Pines Camp; the amount is checked below.   
 

_____ $25  _____ $50  _____ $75  _____ $100  _____ $150  $____________ other amount   

   

Please enclose this form with your donation.  You will receive our thanks and an acknowledgment for your tax records. 
Mail to: Pilgrim Pines Camp 39570 Glen Road, Yucaipa, CA 92399   

Become an Honored Volunteer at Camp 

A Volunteer: The heart and soul of Summer Campé individuals who travel up the mountain,  

some year after year and year, who are Nurses, Pastors at Camp, Cabin Counselors and more! 

 

Pilgrim Pines camp is in need of Honored Volunteers, 
 

Week 1: July 4th - 10th (Sr. High C.I.T. Week) 

Week 2: July 11th - 17th (Pinester Peppermint Ridge Week) 

Week 3: July 18th - 24th 

Week 4: July 25th - 31st (Sr. High Creative Expressions Week and Pinecone Week) 

Week 5: August 1st - 7th (Sr. High CYMC Week and Seedling Week) 
 

**Please note the special needs Pinester, Pinecone and Seedling programs end on Friday** 
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faith to the edge and living with God takes a great deal of courage and faith!  

 
 

Interested?  Come to a Volunteer Training near you! 
 

Eastern Association May 2nd, 12:30pm at FCC Las Vegas 

Central Association May 9th, 1pm at Bayshore CC 

Northern Association May 16th, 12noon at Atascadero CC 

First timers May 29th, 10am - 4 pm at Pilgrim Pines Camp and Conference Center 

 

Please visit www.pilgrimpinescamp.org for more information and application forms  

or contact Anne Jeffrey, Summer Camp Director at (909) 797-1821 x. 223 or annej@pilgrimpinescamp.org  


